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which deserve the highest encomiums. We seemed to be got
all of a sudden into another climate, insomuch that I could
have wished to have had a thermometer, to have measured the
temperature of the air. But according to what I could judge
from the sense of feeling, I found myself in a very temperate
climate, and as much differing from the heats of Scanderoon
as the month of April in England is from the sultry air under
the Equator. Therefore it is no wonder that our Proconsuls
retire to this charming retreat in the hot season of the year;
at which time Scanderoon is a most sickly place, and in-
tolerable on account of the excessive hot weather.
The great quantity of fine water at Balain is certainly a
circumstance worth observation; for here we see pure limpid
fountains rushing out from the very tops of the mountains,
the water of which is as cool as if it had been made so by ice,
or by our method at Bengal, which is performed by the help
of salt-petre, or rather many degrees beyond them. The
streams lie so convenient that the water is conveyed into
even.' house of the town at an easy expence, so that even'
family has a fountain of their own, unless some few who will
not or cannot afford to be at the expence, and even these may
take it up in the street, where there are streams as clear as
crystal. It is delightful to observe the progress of the water
from the fountains heads to the bottom; for in falling from
thence it forms above two hundred natural cascades, as it
passes between and over the rocks of different figures and
shapes. But how vastly might the number be increased if art
was brought into the assistance of nature. Besides the water is in
such plenty that the streams are sufficient to turn at least five
hundred mills. If the streams of Balain were in the neighbour-
hood of Versailles, the water works at Marly would be quite
overlooked, and all the fine engines would be of no farther use,
August the nth, having waited for the vessel nine days, I
at length set out for Scanderoon; but being unwilling to sleep
on shore, I embarked as soon as I got there. The next day I
dined on board another French ship, which cost me dear, for
I had like to have been left behind; and I was forced to give
three chekins for a boat to overtake our own vessel.